


The ESF Mission

ESF provides a common platform for

its Member Organisations (MOs) in

order to:

• Advance European research
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• Advance European research

• Explore new directions for research 
at the European level

Through our activities, we serve the

needs of the European research

community in a global context.



Science Needs Europe

• 78 Member 
Organisations in 30 
countries, beyond 
the European Union

• Research funding 
organisations
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• Research funding 
organisations

• Research performing 
organisations

• Academies
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Three decades of science

• Established in 1974

• Independent, non-governmental

• Offices in Strasbourg, Brussels 
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• Offices in Strasbourg, Brussels 
and Ostend

• 2008 Budget: 52.8M€

• Staff: 152 (105 in Strasbourg)



Scientific Domains

Life, Earth and 
Environmental Sciences 
(LESC) Marine Science

Medical Sciences (EMRC)

Polar Science
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Humanities (SCH)

Physical and Engineering 
Sciences (PESC)

Social Sciences 
(SCSS)

Nuclear Physics 
(NuPECC)

Space Sciences 
(ESSEC)



European Medical Research Councils

The membership organisation 
for the medical research 
councils in Europe under the 
ESF

EMRC founded 1971
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Chair Prof L. Højgaard
Clinical Physiology,
Nuclear Medicine & PET
Rigshospitalet
University of Copenhagen (DK)

All research areas
Basic Translational

Research

Clinical



Pillars of the ESF Activity

Science Science 
SynergySynergy

Science Science 
ManagementManagement

Science Science 
StrategyStrategy

Foresight and Foresight and 
Advice with Advice with 
and for and for 
Member Member 

Cooperation Cooperation 
with Member with Member 
Organisations Organisations 

Implementation Implementation 
of Activitiesof Activities

Peer Review
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Member Member 
OrganisationsOrganisations

Forward 
Looks

MO Fora

Exploratory 
Workshops

Science Policy 
Briefings

ESF Research 
Conferences

ESF Research 
Networking 
Programmes

EUROCORES
European 

Collaborative 
Research

Peer Review

COST
(CO-operation 
in the Field of 
Scientific and 
Technical 
Research) 
Actions



ESF scientific activities
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Science Policy Briefing

Medical Imaging for Improved
Patient Care

Scientific Organisers:
Professor Arturo Brunetti [Co-Chair]

CNR - Italy

Professor Olav Haraldseth [Co-Chair]
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Professor Olav Haraldseth [Co-Chair]

NTNU - Norway

Abstract: 
ESF/EMRC conducted a strategic workshop

focusing on the role of medical imaging in the future healthcare system. The
aim of the workshop was to develop recommendations for a European policy
directed towards supporting research and development within medical
imaging.

Status: Published and widely publicised in October 2007



Research Networking Program

Investigating Human Sensorimotor Function in 
Health and Disease (ERNI-HSF)

Coordinator:
Prof. Stephen Jackson

Nottingham Univ.- UK

Abstract: 
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Abstract: 
The primary aim of this Research 

Networking Programme is to establish 

an interdisciplinary research forum that 

will drive forward our understanding of 

human sensorimotor function in health 

and disease. 

Establish a European-wide database of neuroimaging data and the 
construction of a European Human Brain Atlas based upon pooled structural 
MRI data.

Status: Launched in May 2007 – End 2012



EMRC: Infrastructures
Medical Imaging Biobanking Clinical Trials
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Position Paper

MRI & Physical Agents EU Directive

Chair:
Professor Gabriel Krestin

The Netherlands

Abstract: 
The aim is to present a consensus on the subject reached within the
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The aim is to present a consensus on the subject reached within the
European medical research community, drawing on the conclusions of the
high-level Expert Group of European scientists chaired by Professor Gabriel
Krestin and coordinated by the ESF-EMRC, and summarise the policy of
ESF’s Member Organisations. The position paper will provide input into the
discussion on the revision of the existing EC Directive on the Physical

Agents (EMF) Directive (2004/40/EC)

Status: To be launched Autumn 2009



Conclusions

• We represent key Member Organisations

• We represent the research community

• Present in various infrastructure initiatives
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ESF is here to help

• Present in various infrastructure initiatives

• Range of science strategy, synergy, and 
management activities



Thank you

Dr Stephane Berghmans

Head of Unit
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Medical Sciences

European Science Foundation (ESF)

sberghmans@esf.org

1 quai Lezay-Marnésia - BP 90015

67080 Strasbourg cedex – France

Tel +33 (0)3 88 76 71 63

www.esf.org/emrc


